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carriers and shippers, but the ruth-
less competition has resulted in an
economic environment in which
drivers’ earnings are so low that
they cannot afford to properly
maintain their vehicles. As a result,
trucks driven in the harbor are
among the oldest, most polluting
vehicles on the road.

A plan being considered by the
Southern California ports would
blow up the current model. The two
port authorities would license motor
carriets to pick up and drop off
containers at marine terminals.
Licenses would be granted only to
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those motor carriers that meet spe-
cific emission-control standards and
follow strict security guidelines such
as ensuring that each driver has a
Transportation Worker Identifica-
tion Credential.

Establishing a mechanism to
carry out this plan will be especially
difficult for two landlord ports that
don’t even operate marine terminals,
let alone trucks. To address this
problem, the ports intend to set stan-
dards for environmental, security and
labor measures, and turn over to
contractors the licensing and regulat-
ing of motor carriers in the program,
said Bob Kanter, managing director
of environmental affairs and plan-
ning at the Port of Long Beach.
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As for collecting any fees
involved, existing entities such as
PierPass Inc. may be called upon, he
added. The ports themselves would
manage the contractors, much like
airport authorities manage the retail
concessionaires al airports.

The ports are finalizing the
details of this contractual harbor
drayage model and are expected to
release the proposal this month.
Meanwhile, motor carriers, shipping
lines and shippers are amazed and
shocked at how quickly the
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